
 

 

SoDo District STATION 14 
 

RENOVATE Existing Square Footage: 14,040 
Final Square Footage:  14,414 (minimum) 

Address:  3224 Fourth Avenue S 
Date Built: 1922 

 

About the Station:  
Station 14 serves not only as a working fire station, but also a training facility for the whole Department.  It is the 
only station without an engine company, but it houses one ladder unit (L7) and an aid unit (A14).  The station is 
also home to a dive unit, rescue unit serving the south end of the city, and one of two tunnel rescue units.   

The emergency rescue unit serves three main functions.  First, it includes a heavy rescue unit that provides 
equipment such as the “jaws of life” and lifting slings that can move large objects, such as concrete from a 
collapsed structure.  Second, it includes a high-angle rescue unit, which provides ropes to lower rescuers to a 
victim.  The rope is about 1,800 feet long – long enough to reach from the top of the Space Needle down to the 
Bagley-Wright Theatre.  Third, the confined space rescue unit provides hydraulic tools that can drill through at 
least a foot of concrete to reach enclosed victims. 

In 2002, the station dispatched approximately 2,300 units.  Of these, about 600 were in response to fire calls and 
about 1,200 were in response to requests for EMT or paramedic assistance.  The remaining dispatches responded 
to a range of other requests, including those for investigations, rescues, fuel leaks and spills, and marine 
emergencies. 

What the Plan Would Do: 
Given the range of specialized services offered at Station 14, the facility’s good condition is critically important.  
Fortunately, the station sits on a relatively large site, sufficient to permit the station’s expansion without harm to 
the existing facility’s historic character. 

The plan proposes a number of significant changes at Station 14. 

First, because of the station’s siting in a potential liquefaction zone, it is possible that the building’s foundation 
could become unstable in the event of a major earthquake.  Therefore, as part of the seismic retrofit to this 
building, engineers will evaluate the desirability of upgrading the existing piling foundation.   

Second, because some of the specialized equipment at this station is currently exposed to the weather due to a 
lack of space in the apparatus bays the station’s apparatus bays will be significantly reconfigured.  
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Two existing bays will be remodeled to accommodate current apparatus and keep the rescue units out of the 
weather. In addition, the City will seek design efficiencies and cost savings sufficient to fund additional apparatus 
bay(s) to permit greater flexibility in stationing departmental vehicles and to house an additional aid unit should 
future demand warrant the service expansion. Such savings could also create capacity for various decentralized 
training activities.    

Third, Station 14 will assume the duties of lead station for Battalion V, covering much of south Seattle east of the 
Duwamish River.  The remodel and construction, a second building on site will allow the station to house a 
battalion chief office, battalion chief unit, and reserve battalion chief unit.  This second building will house the 
tunnel rescue unit as well. 

Fourth, remodeling the station’s basement and main floor storage and living areas will accommodate equipment 
and general storage, and administrative and crew areas will be upgraded as well.  The existing hose and training 
tower will remain intact. 

All structural modifications planned for Station 14 are anticipated to be made without significantly altering the 
potentially historic character of this building.  While the station’s two buildings are undergoing renovation, an 
interim facility will be sited within the neighborhood to provide continuity of fire and medic service until the 
station project is complete.   

Planned Station Features: 
Technical Capacities Administrative and Crew Areas 
• South end rescue unit and tunnel rescue 

unit 
• Dive unit 
• Bay area for breathing apparatus and 

stationary compressed air fill equipment 
• Surplus capacity for future medic unit 
• Decontamination/clean room 
• Maintenance work area, battery charging 

alcove, and compressor 
• Storage for major disaster supplies and 

EMS equipment 
• Hose tower 
• Battalion chief bay and storage 
• Drilling platform 

• Secure public lobby 
• Station office, including report desk and 

dispatch counter 
• Visitor-accessible unisex restroom 
• Beanery kitchen and dining room 
• Day room 
• Physical fitness room 
• Officers’ quarters  
• Firefighter bunk rooms 
• Toilet/shower rooms 
• Laundry room 

Estimated Cost:    
The estimated cost of this station renovation is $5.8 million and will be funded from levy proceeds. This amount 
includes inflation and the cost of an interim facility. 


